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Chancellier, le xvi. de Janvier. Surquoy je receus d'eux mesmes
la response au chasteau de Copenhagen le xxi. du diet mois."
This duplicate has therefore been a copy which Dancay reserved to
himself, since in Helsingborg he delivered the original memoirs to
Peter Oxe. It was printed for the first time by the Bannatyne
Club. The other contemporary transcript which is preserved
among the family papers of d'Esneval in the Castle of Pavilly
in Normandy, has marginal notes which, in a couple of words
consecutively state the contents of the text, and conclude with this
addition : " Le diet conte a luy mesmes ecris les annotations qui
sont en la marge.77 It has, therefore, without doubt been sent by
Bothwell himself to France, where it was probably on account of
his own explanations afterwards given up to Baron d'Esneval, Lord
of Courcelles, when the latter went in the year 1585 as French
Ambassador to Scotland. This copy was first made use of by
Prince Labanoff in his Pieces et Documents relatifs au Comte de
BotJiwell. With some few variations both copies have nearly a
perfectly harmonious text, which has been cited in this work after
the printed copy in Teulet, Lettres^ pp. 155-189.

Note S, p. 344. Attempts made by the Danish Government to
regain possession of the Islands of Orkney and Shetland.

The last book of Torfseus's Orcades (p. 207-228) is merely a
statement "De indefessis potentissimoruni Begum Danise Nor-
wegiseque studiis jus suum in Orcades adjacentemque Hetlandiam
pacifice repetendi." At the close of the reign of Christian iv., who,
notwithstanding his own adverse circumstances endeavoured with
both money and men to aid Charles i. during the civil war in
England, this object was believed in Denmark to be so nearly
gained, that according to Torfeeus it was said to be a question as
to which of the members of Council should have the management
of these islands. During the naval war against England in which
Frederick in., along with the Dutch, took part in the years 1666-7?
it is also said to have been intended that Vice-Admiral Nicolaus
Heldt should attempt the conquest of the Orkney Isles, and at the
Peace of Breda an express reservation was still made by the
Danish Ambassadors protecting their rights in this matter (Sam-
linger til Denmarks Historic under Kong Frwlerik den Trcdic,
Udgivne af P. W. Becker; Kjobenhavn, 1847-57, ii. 152, 195-
96, 408). The publication itself of Torfseus's Orcades at the close
of the century may be considered as a reservation from the Dano-